Take The Drag Out Of Deer Hunting By Brad Herndon 
Let's roll back the clock to 1970, to a setting in southern Indiana near Brown County State Park. Myself and several of my friends were assembled well before daylight, full of excitement. After all, we were in one of the few regions in Indiana where the whitetail deer were found in any abundance. And better yet, we had a plan on how to tag one of those elusive bucks. Here's the plot we formulated: 

We had parked at the east end of Monroe Reservoir, a 10,000 acre body of man-made water. Beginning at the lake, a series of hollows stretched to the north through the hardwood hills, eventually entering the state park, an area restricted to hunting. 

We planned to walk the three mile distance to the park boundary well before daylight and get in our ambush positions outside the boundry lines (most of them on the ground). Our reasoning was any deer out of the park feeding might filter past us when it headed back to the sanctuary the park created. Interestingly, none of us in our group had ever used a bow to harvest a whitetail. But our hopes were high, and we were persistent, planning to scatter out on the ridgetops and spend the day. 

Our plan worked to perfection. Although I didn't get a deer, I was privileged to see several doe and fawn, which was a thrill at the time, since even seeing a deer was uncommon back then. Luckily, one of our group did kill a buck. In fact, he had connected very early, just a few minutes after daylight. Since the deer was a yearling buck field-dressing approximately one hundred and fifteen pounds, he decided to drag the deer out by himself. After all, he had plenty of time to drag, why shouldn't the rest of us have the opportunity to taste success? 

A Sad Sight 

When we returned to our vehicles well after dark that evening, we were witnesses to a sad sight. Our successful friend, barely showing happiness, had the look of a person who had just completed a grueling marathon. His clothes were soaked with perspiration, and he was dirty from head to toe. When he moved--which was slowly, by the way--he let out faint groans. Lying nearby was the cause of his pain, a fine 6-point buck. Its sides were as slick as a bald-headed man, the result of an all-day, eight hour drag. As badly as I wanted to tag a deer at the time, I was almost glad I hadn't killed one back in the depths of those steep hillsides. 

Yes, it's a deer drag story, one of many I was involved in during my early years of whitetail hunting. Another one I vividly recall occurred during a hunt made on a rainy, foggy day. The hunt was made in the Muscatatuck bottoms, an area famous for sticky, oozing muck. Again the victim was a yearling buck, one weighing one hundred and twenty pounds. 

This time we only had a mile to drag, but although we had four hunters, allowing us to take turns as we crossed a rain-saturated farm field, we still were exhausted by the time we reached the truck. We were wet and mucky the length of our bodies, and great balls of mud encased our boots. The deer looked no better than we did. It was not what you would call ideal picture taking conditions. 

Of course, when you are young, getting a deer is the foremost thought in your mind. The drags can be ordeals, naturally, but youth can endure this hard work, even laugh at it later on. However, as the years pass quickly by, other thoughts enter a hunter's mind, like: "This could give me a heart attack. I've read about hunters dying while dragging;" or, "I could get a bad back out of this, or even a hernia." 

There Are Better Ways 

Fortunately, common sense eventually prevails, and much thought is given to figuring out easier ways of getting your trophy home. If the deer is harvested near water, a boat or canoe can be used to bring a whitetail out. Since deer hair is filled with air in the winter for insulating value, a deer will float. Two of my friends once tied a rope on to a buck's antlers and floated him down a small stream until they came to a road. 

Another method to bring a deer out of the woods, rather than dragging, is poling them out. This method simply involves cutting a 4" sapling long enough to allow room for a deer and two or more people for carriers. First you rope the deer to the sapling, then hoist the pole and deer to your shoulder. This way you carry the deer out, rather than drag it. I tried this method one time with dire results. 

A friend of mine, Jay Mellencamp, had killed an excellent 4 1/2 year old 8-point field-dressing two hundred pounds. I went with Jay and another friend, Cullen Stahl, to help pole the buck out of the woods. Jay is a concrete worker and Cullen is a home builder. Both are built like bulls. Although I am in excellent shape, I weigh only 175 pounds. 

Now consider the fact these two guys are absolute animals. I felt like I was in the ring between two heavyweights as we came dog-trotting out of the woods with that big buck. They very nearly had to tie me to a sapling and carry me out before we arrived at the truck. No more polin' for me. 

Of course with modern conveniences, there are far easier ways to get deer out. If on private ground, 3-wheelers, 4-wheelers, trucks or even tractors can be used to carry deer out of the woods. Another way to assure easy removal of a deer is to be small and of the fairer sex. 

My wife Carol is 5'-2" tall and weighs 110 pounds. She is plenty big enough to kill trophy bucks, yet is too small to get them out. Therefore she just shoots them and leaves the removal job to me or someone else. On two different occasions the farmer who owns the ground where she hunts has taken his tractor to the woods and pulled her deer out for her. And we men think we are smart! 

The Best Method Of All--The Deer Cart 

Now all this fun 'n games and story telling finally brings me to the best overall method for getting your deer home, regardless of where you killed it: The deer cart. 

The deer cart, besides being ideal for hauling deer out of the woods, also can be used for various other jobs. For example, you can use it to transport lumber into the woods when building a permanent tree stand on your own property. It is also a great wood carrier. I use my deer cart frequently to bring firewood to the house. It will support several hundred pounds quite easily, saving you from making trip after trip with your arms full. 

I'm sure you will find additional uses for it that I haven't considered. Once you have a deer cart, you will wonder how you ever got along without it. Now for the construction job. 

Building your own deer cart can be done at any time, of course, but I consider it to be a perfect late winter job. Not much is going on then, and it will give you and some of your friends the opportunity to visit and at the same time do something useful. 

The Materials List 

Following are the materials you will need to construct your deer cart: 

3--Pieces of 1/2" thin-walled conduit 10'-0" long. 

3--Pieces of 3/4" thin-walled conduit 10'-0" long. 

30' of 2 1/4" lawn chair webbing. 

50--#8 x 3/8" pan head sheet metal screws. 

4--Pieces of 1/8" x 1 1/2" x 3" cold rolled steel plate. 

2--26" front bicycle wheels with washers and nuts. 

The conduit, webbing and sheet metal screws can be obtained at any hardware store. Used bicycle wheels can be purchased at yard sales and auctions. The going price is $5 to $10 each. The metal plate can be purchased at a salvage yard, welding shop or other such places. I am building another deer cart at the present time and expect to have between forty and fifty dollars in the project, depending on the price I pay for the wheels. 

Tools You Will Need 

The tools you will need to assemble the cart are: A drill, one 1/8" diameter drill bit, one 11/32" diameter drill bit, a hacksaw, scissors, screwdriver, tape measure, acetylene torch, 1/2" conduit bender, 3/4" conduit bender, grease pencil, hammer, and miscellaneous wrenches. 

Usually a group of deer hunters can pool resources and come up with most of these items. Conduit benders, by the way, can be rented. The cost to rent the 1/2" and 3/4" conduit benders in my area is roughly $5 each per day. If one of your group doesn't have an acetylene torch, you can usually get a do-it-yourself mechanic to braze the cart together for a reasonable amount. A 3/32" diameter flux-coated bronze brazing rod works best. At the most, you should end up with $60 to $80 invested in your deer cart. If you have all the tools, plus a couple of old bicycle wheels stuck in some corner, you should be able to construct the cart for under $40. The carts, while light in weight, are durable and should last a lifetime. 

After assembling all of the needed parts, the next order of business is to cut the conduit into proper lengths. It's worth noting here that this is a do-it-yourself project. The world won't collapse if you end up 1/4" off here or there, so don't worry if a measurement isn't exact. Now use the hacksaw to cut the following conduit lengths. 

2--Pieces of 1/2" conduit 55 3/4" long (wheel guard). 

2--Pieces of 1/2" conduit 24" long (handle brace). 

*4--Pieces of 1/2" conduit 16 1/2" +_ long (wheel guard upright). 

2--Pieces of 1/2" conduit 24" long (wheel guard side brace). 

1--Piece of 3/4" conduit 48" long (handle upright). 

1--Piece of 3/4" conduit 16" long (T piece for handle). 

1--Piece of 3/4" conduit 108" long (main frame). 

1--Piece of 3/4" conduit 120" long (main frame). 

* Cut these pieces after bending the wheel guard side braces. This way you can be sure they fit well. * 

The next step is to bend the conduit into the desired shapes. Don't be intimidated by the benders; they are not hard to use. It is a good idea, however, to practice bending on a few scrap pieces, so you can see how they work. It's also a good idea to go slow, taking plenty of time to study each bend. Now let's make the handle. 

Take the 48" long piece of 3/4" conduit and make a mark in the center. Now make marks 7" to each side of the center mark. Using these last two marks for reference points, take the 3/4" bender and bend 90 degree angles in opposite directions. The 3/4" bender makes a 6" radius, meaning you will have a handle approximately 26" high and 26" wide. On this particular piece, these measurements can be off 1/4", 1/2", or more, and still be perfectly all right. Keep in mind, though, the handle should resemble the one in the blueprint. 

The Main Frame 

The main frame is the next bending job. Take the 108" length of 3/4" conduit and mark its center. Now measure over 2 1/4" on each side of the center mark. Using these marks, make two 90 degree bends to form a "U" figure. This will give you a width of 16 1/2", outside to outside. Now put your bender on the very ends of the pipe and carefully bend each end until the flare out approximately 4" (see blueprint). 

The 120" length of 3/4" conduit is formed the same way, only a distance of 7" must be measured to each side of the center mark. This gives a finished outside width of 26". Now bend the ends in approximately 4". When brazing the main frame together, the end of the narrow frame projects out past the wide frame 10". Be sure to maintain the proper clearances for the wheel openings when brazing the main frame pieces together. This will be 4" or a little less. 

This concludes the main frame, now we go on to the 1/2" conduit. 

Forming The Wheel Guards And Braces 

Make two marks, one 12" and one 20" from the end on two of the 24" lengths of 1/2" conduit. Using the 12" mark, make a 90 degree bend. Next hacksaw off the piece at the 20" mark. The 1/2" bender makes a 5" radius, so you end up having two pieces 17" high with a 4 1/4" +- offset. These will be used for wheel guard braces. These two pieces were 24" long originally only because the extra length was needed to add adequate leverage while bending. 

The 55 3/4" lengths of 1/2" conduit will be wheel guards and are bent as follows: Mark the center line of the piece, then make marks 8" to each side of the center. Next use the 1/2" bender to make two 90 degree bends, forming a "U". This piece should be 26" long and 17" high. Each person bends differently, however, so the measurements could vary somewhat. This is why I recommend cutting the four 16 1/2" pieces used for the upright braces last. This way an exact measurement can be taken, ensuring a perfect fit. 

This finishes the bending job. Now all you have to do is the assembly part. This shouldn't be any problem, although it is a good idea when brazing the 1/8" plates in place to have the wheel handy to aid in fitting for the proper width. 

The webbing should be spaced on roughly 6" centers front to back, with two pieces running the length of the cart for added strength. Interweave these as in lawn chair construction, using either one or two screws at each end to secure the webbing to the conduit. 

A good paint job will finish the cart up nicely (fluorescent orange is attractive and safe), giving you a piece of equipment that I'm sure you will find invaluable. 

But do be sure to build one. It is much easier than it sounds. In fact, if you make a list beforehand, all parts could be gathered and a cart put together in a couple of Saturdays. And in most cases, the more you build, the faster you get. If the conduit bending scares you, you could build the cart using square corners. The drawback here is that they catch on saplings quite easily when bringing a whitetail out of the woods. 

As a final thought: Maybe you are worried about it being too easy using a deer cart, maybe you think it will take the fun out of bringing Old Boss Hog in. Don't be alarmed, it won't. 

Why, I remember the day we were bringing a buck down a high, steep hillside. I was in front holding the cart back, while behind, Mom, Dad and Carol had their heels dug into the hillside, pulling back with all their might on the rope tied to the back of the cart. 

Friends, you don't know what excitement is until you see a Pope & Young buck in a runaway deer cart careening down a steep hardwood hillside.....with frantic hunters in hot pursuit. 

Yes, a deer cart will take the drag out of deer hunting...but not the fun. 

Sidebar 

Do not use bicycle wheels smaller than 26". Big wheels will roll over large logs easily, while smaller wheels will not. In addition, big diameter wheels will easily roll through holes, creeks and other obstacles in the woods, while small diameter wheels may get you temporarily hung up. If you balance the deer in the cart, on clear, dry, level ground a ten year old child should be able to pull a 200 pound deer out without any problem. 

	Building A Deer Cart Continued

	


Following are the materials you will need to construct your deer cart:
3--Pieces of 1/2" thin-walled conduit 10'-0" long. 
3--Pieces of 3/4" thin-walled conduit 10'-0" long. 
30' of 2 1/4" lawn chair webbing. 
50--#8 x 3/8" pan head sheet metal screws. 
4--Pieces of 1/8" x 1 1/2" x 3" cold rolled steel plate. 
2--26" front bicycle wheels with washers and nuts.
The conduit, webbing and sheet metal screws can be obtained at any hardware store. Used bicycle wheels can be purchased at yard sales and auctions. The going price is $5 to $10 each. The metal plate can be purchased at a salvage yard, welding shop or other such place. I am building another deer cart at the present time and expect to have between forty and fifty dollars in the project, depending on the price I pay for the wheels. 
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	Tools You Will Need
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	Equipment, Tools and Materials 
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2--Pieces of 1/2" conduit 55 3/4" long (wheel guard).
2--Pieces of 1/2" conduit 24" long (handle brace). 
*4--Pieces of 1/2" conduit 16 1/2" +_ long (wheel guard upright). 
2--Pieces of 1/2" conduit 24" long (wheel guard side brace). 
1--Piece of 3/4" conduit 48" long (handle upright). 
1--Piece of 3/4" conduit 16" long (T piece for handle). 
1--Piece of 3/4" conduit 108" long (main frame). 
1--Piece of 3/4" conduit 120" long (main frame). 

* Cut these pieces after bending the wheel guard side braces. This way you can be sure they fit well. 
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The tools you will need to assemble the cart are: A drill, one 1/8" diameter drill bit, one 11/32" diameter drill bit, a hacksaw, scissors, screwdriver, tape measure, acetylene torch, 1/2" conduit bender, 3/4" conduit bender, grease pencil, hammer, and miscellaneous wrenches. 

Usually a group of deer hunters can pool resources and come up with most of these items. Conduit benders, by the way, can be rented. The cost to rent the 1/2" and 3/4" conduit benders in my area is roughly $5 each per day. If one of your group doesn't have an acetylene torch, you can usually get a do-it-yourself mechanic to braze the cart together for a reasonable amount. A 3/32" diameter flux-coated bronze brazing rod works best. At the most, you should end up with $60 to $80 invested in your deer cart. If you have all the tools, plus a couple of old bicycle wheels stuck in some corner, you should be able to construct the cart for under $40. The carts, while light in weight, are durable and should last a lifetime. 

After assembling all of the needed parts, the next order of business is to cut the conduit into proper lengths. It's worth noting here that this is a do-it-yourself project. The world won't collapse if you end up 1/4" off here or there, so don't worry if a measurement isn't exact. Now use the hacksaw to cut the conduit into the lengths indicated in the above sidebar. 
The nextstep is to bend the conduit into the desired shapes. Don't be intimidated by the benders; they are not hard to use. It is a good idea, however, to practice bending on a few scrap pieces, so you can see how they work. It's also a good idea to go slow, taking plenty of time to study each bend. Now let's make the handle. 

The Handle:  Take the 48" long piece of 3/4" conduit and make a mark in the center. Now make marks 7" to each side of the center mark. Using these last two marks for reference points, take the 3/4" bender and bend 90 degree angles in opposite directions. The 3/4" bender makes a 6" radius, meaning you will have a handle approximately 26" high and 26" wide. On this particular piece, these measurements can be off 1/4", 1/2", or more, and still be perfectly fine. Keep in mind, though, that the handle should resemble the one in the blueprint. 
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	The Main Frame
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	Click on this image for a detailed diagram on making a deer cart.
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Making the Frame:  Take the 108" length of 3/4" conduit and mark its center. Now measure over 2 1/4" on each side of the center mark. Using these marks, make two 90 degree bends to form a "U" figure. This will give you a width of 16 1/2", outside to outside. Now put your bender on the very ends of the pipe and carefully bend each end until they flare out approximately 4" (see blueprint). 

The 120" length of 3/4" conduit is formed the same way, only a distance of 7" must be measured to each side of the center mark. This gives a finished outside width of 26". Now bend the ends in approximately 4". When brazing the main frame together, the end of the narrow frame projects out past the wide frame 10". Be sure to maintain the proper clearances for the wheel openings when brazing the main frame pieces together. This will be 4" or a little less. 

This concludes the main frame, now we go on to the 1/2" conduit. 
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	Forming The Wheel Guards And Braces
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Make two marks, one 12" and one 20" from the end on two of the 24" lengths of 1/2" conduit. Using the 12" mark, make a 90 degree bend. Next saw off the piece at the 20" mark. The 1/2" bender makes a 5" radius, so you end up having two pieces 17" high with a 4 1/4" (+/-) offset. These will be used for wheel guard braces. These two pieces were 24" long originally only because the extra length was needed to add adequate leverage while bending. 
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	Side Note: 
Do not use bicycle wheels smaller than 26". Big wheels will roll over large logs easily, while smaller wheels will not. In addition, big diameter wheels will easily roll through holes, creeks and other obstacles in the woods, while small diameter wheels may get you temporarily hung up. If you balance the deer in the cart, on clear, dry, level ground a ten year old child should be able to pull a 200 pound deer out without any problem. 
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The 55 3/4" lengths of 1/2" conduit will form the wheel guards and are bent as follows: Mark the center of the piece, then make marks 8" to each side of center. Next use the 1/2" bender to make two 90 degree bends, forming a "U". This piece should be 26" long and 17" high. Each person bends differently, however, so the measurements could vary somewhat. This is why I recommend cutting the four 16 1/2" pieces used for the upright braces last. This way an exact measurement can be taken, ensuring a perfect fit. 

This finishes the bending job . Now all you have to do is the assembly part. This shouldn't be any problem, although it is a good idea when brazing the 1/8" plates in place to have the wheel handy to aid in fitting for the proper width. The webbing should be spaced on roughly 6" centers front to back, with two pieces running the length of the cart for added strength. Interweave these as in lawn chair construction, using either one or two screws at each end to secure the webbing to the conduit. 

A good paint job will finish the cart up nicely (fluorescent orange is attractive and safe), giving you a piece of equipment that I'm sure you will find invaluable. 

But do be sure to build one. It is much easier than it sounds. In fact, if you make a list before hand, all parts could be gathered and a cart put together in a couple of Saturdays. And in most cases, the more you build, the faster you get. If the conduit bending scares you, you could build the cart using square corners. The drawback here is that they catch on saplings quite easily when bringing a whitetail out of the woods. 

As a final thought: Maybe you are worried about it being too easy using a deer cart, maybe you think it will take the fun out of bringing Old Boss Hog in. Don't be alarmed, it won't. 

Why, I remember the day we were bringing a buck down a high, steep hillside. I was in front holding the cart back, while behind, Mom, Dad and Carol had their heels dug into the hillside, pulling back with all their might on the rope tied to the back of the cart. 

Friends, you don't know what excitement is until you see a Pope & Young buck in a runaway deer cart careening down a steep hardwood hillside.....Right at You!  With frantic hunters in hot pursuit. 

> Yes, a deer cart will take the drag out of deer hunting...but not the fun. 
Click here to read first page of article.
Click here for a printable version of this article.
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